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countries is necessary to produce this feeling, neither you nor
I will live to see this eventual product of civilization. . . .J>1

In the Reichstag itself loud voices were raised in protest,
but the Government set themselves to educate public opinion in
favour of a bill which Bismarck held essential for the safety
of the Empire.

"On the Western front of Russia," wrote the Nord Deutsche
Allgemeine Zeitung, "new fortifications are to be constructed,
Kovno will be surrounded with detached forts and turned into a
fortified camp.

It is also asserted that at Bialystock, and Grodno on the
Petersburg-Warsaw railway defensive works are being prepared.
An apprehension can hardly exist in Government circles of an
attack by Germany on Russia; such extensive and expensive
additions to fortifications are not, however, made without some
object.

The most probable intention may be to give the Russian
people the impression that an attack was to be feared on the part
of Germany. Should this view be successfully propagated it is
not a long way to arrive at a hostile feeling against the menacing
neighbour. If it were true that the Russian plans against
Germany, whose instigator, the Minister of War, General Milu-
tin, is said to be, are only deferred till France is 'ready,' there
may be seen in these fortifications the preparation of a sure
basis for the future war of attack on Germany.

Napoleon I said, as is well known, that in fifty years Europe
would become either republican or Cossack. The fifty years are
indeed past, sixty even, but still it is remarkable that a judge like
Napoleon I looked upon the French and Russians as the only
two conquering peoples who, not satisfied with their own
country, aspire to universal domination.

This view is certainly not without justifiable foundation when
we look back at the history of both nations. Neither France nor
Russia had ever to fear attacks from Germany. Russia suffered
hers from the Swedes and Poles, but both these are no longer in
a state to give her trouble; and France has never been the party
attacked in her wars with Germany. The gigantic armaments of
both countries which oppress the rest of Europe can only
therefore be calculated on an aggressive policy. ..."

lTimes. 9 January 1880.